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Innovation and Growth 
in an Unusual Year 

Mission Statement 
 
The work of YWCA Bethlehem is guided by the 
mission we share with YWCA USA and two 
hundred sister branches across the country: 
 

YWCA is dedicated to  
eliminating racism,  

empowering women, and  
promoting peace, justice,  

freedom, and dignity for all. 
 

 

Board of Directors 
July 2020 ð June 2021 
 
Staci Bell, President 
Amanda Sutter Seddon, Vice-President 
Corinne Goodwin, Secretary 
Ann Marie Supinski, Treasurer 
Barbara Clymer 
Deirdre Govan 
Judianne Harris 
Chrissy Hixson 
Karina Kane 
Darlene Pors 
Samantha Samayoa 
Sylvia Veloz-Porfidia 
Elizabeth Scofield 
 
 

Administrative Staff 
 

Tiwanna Hatcher 
Director of Administration, Interim 
 
Mahboobeh Shekari 
Director of Finance 
 

Denise Pierson-Balik 
Development Director 
 
Yvonne Toth 
Adult Day Service Center Director 
 

Jen Wanisko 
Program Director 
 

 

The YWCA has responded to and adapted to change 
throughout its 160 years in the United States.  Our bold 
mission to empower women and eliminate racism calls on us to 
understand complex and fluid issues around gender bias, racial 
inequity, and social injustice ðand to find the most effective 
ways to advance our important work. 
  
The YWCA Bethlehem has been serving our local community 
for over 90 years.   Our programs, designed to further our 
mission of eliminating racism, empowering women, and 
promoting peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all, have 
never been more important. 
 
As evidenced in our 2020/2021 Annual Report, the YWCA 
Bethlehem has successfully navigated the unprecedented 
challenges of the past year by quickly adapting its programs to 
meet the needs of the community in new and engaging 
ways.  From providing virtual programming to participants in 
our Adult Day program, to revamping our Pop-Up Prom shop,  
expanding our Teen Scholarships, and introducing a new 
Community Voices series that blends education, awareness, 
and advocacy around the topics of social justice and equity, the 
YWCA Bethlehem has shown not just resilience, but growth, in 
the face of a global pandemic. 
 
This past year has continued to be a year of change and 
challenge.  As we learn, adapt, and move forward in this 
unprecedented time in history, our board and staff are 
dedicated to serving our community in new and innovative 
ways, whether in-person or virtually.  
 
We are proud to share the YWCA Bethlehemôs 2020/2021 
Annual Report.  Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Staci Bell               Tiwanna Hatcher 
Board President              Director of Administration, 
    Interim 
                                                  



 

Empowerment  
Programs 

 

TechGYRLS reimagined 
 

YWCA Bethlehem reimagined the TechGYRLS Afterschool STEM 

program for Fall 2020 as the COVID-19 pandemic continued to disrupt 

school and extracurricular activities for students in the Bethlehem Area 

School District. A virtual online program served girls at BASD 

elementary schools and middle schools in the fall. To reach additional 

girls with hands-on STEM learning activities, the YW offered 

TechGYRLS at Home. Participants received fun snap circuit kits to use 

at home with an introductory video. Girls worked independently or with 

their families to explore electricity and circuitry. Our staff returned to in-

person programming at three elementary schools in March 2021. 46 

BASD girls explored STEM in 2020-2021. 

 

           Girls Golf expanded to serve  
more girls in 2020-2021 

 

The 2020 LPGA-USGA Girls Golf program provided 

safe, socially-distanced outdoor fun for 32 Lehigh 

Valley girls. The program offered weekly clinic 

instruction at Southmoore Golf Course in Bath and 

opportunities for on-course play. To bolster physical 

and social emotional health for girls returning to virtual 

and hybrid schooling in September, the YWCA added 

a six-week fall clinic program. In 2021, the Girls Golf 

program expanded to offer clinics at Wedgewood Golf 

Club in Coopersburg and Bethlehem Golf Club, 

serving 36 girls in total.  The Advanced Players 

Program for teens continued to provide progressive 

clinic instruction and supportive on-course mentoring 

experiences. 

 

A safe Pop-Up Prom Shop 
 

Our 14th Annual Pop-Up Prom Shop had a different 

look and feel in 2021 to host a safe shopping 

experience for Lehigh Valley teens. The gorgeous 

selection of new gowns donated by Macyôs in July 

2020 were on display at YWCA Bethlehem 

headquarters where students could shop by 

appointment on select dates throughout April. Despite 

much uncertainty around the prom season this spring, 

dozens of teens shopped smart for school proms and 

ñalternativeò prom events. In addition, the YWCA 

donated gowns to Tools 4 Success and the Bradbury-

Sullivan LGBT Community Center in Allentown. 94 

teens were served by the Pop-Up shop. 

Girl Golfers and their mentors at Saucon Valley 

A satisfied shopper at the Pop-Up Prom Shop 

TechGYRL at Thomas Jefferson Elementary School 

Girls Golfers at Southmoore Golf Course 

             Happy customers at the Pop-Up Prom Shop 


